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Art Unit: 2176 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Application filed on 10/31/2003. 

2. Claims 1-34 are pending in the case. Claims 1, 17, 31, 32, 33, and 34 are 
independent claims. 

Specification 

3. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

4. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it exceeds 150 words in 



length. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 
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Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 1-14: 

The language of the claims raise a question as to whether the claims are directed 
merely to an abstract idea that would not result in a practical application producing a 
concrete, useful, and tangible result to form the basis of statutory subject matter under 
35 U.S.C. 101. 

Independent claim 1 recites a method for organizing and generating report data. 
Specifically, the claim recites the steps of determining output criteria; parsing a set of 
data, applying the output criteria to compute a subset of the data; parsing the computed 
subset of data, and generating the ordered output. A currently recited, Claim 1 is 
directed to an abstract idea that does not produce a concrete, useful, and tangible 
result, in that the method merely manipulates data . Stated differently, the method does 
nothing with the processed data that produces a concrete, useful and tangible result, 
such as displaying the ordered output to a user or producing a hardcopy printout of the 
ordered output. 
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Dependent claims 2-14 merely recite further manipulation or specification of 
data. Thus, none of Claims 2-14 produce a concrete, useful, and tangible result to fomi 
the basis of statutory subject matter under 35 U.S.C. 101 . 

Claims 17-30: 

The language of the claims raise a question as to whether the claims are directed 
merely to an abstract idea that would not result in a practical application producing a 
concrete, useful, and tangible result to fonn the basis of statutory subject matter under 
35 U.S.C. 101. 

Independent claim 17 recites a data management device for organizing and 
generating report data comprising: a monitor operable for receiving an output criteria, a 
parser for parsing data, a first handler to compute a subset of the data, a second 
handler for generating an ordered output of the subset of data. A currently recited, 
Claim 17 is directed to an abstract idea that does not produce a concrete, useful, and 
tangible result, in that the device merely manipulates data . Stated differently, the device 
does nothing with the processed data that produces a concrete, useful and tangible 
result, such as displaying the ordered output to a user or producing a hardcopy printout 
of the ordered output. 
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Dependent claims 18-30 merely recite further manipulation or specification of 
data. Thus, none of Claims 18-30 produce a concrete, useful, and tangible result to fomn 
the basis of statutory subject matter under 35 U.S.C. 101. 

Claims 31-34: 

The language of the claims raise a question as to whether the claims are directed 
merely to an abstract idea that would not result in a practical application producing a 
concrete, useful, and tangible result to form the basis of statutory subject matter under 
35 U.S.C. 101. 

Independent claims 31-34 correspond to independent claims 1 and 17. Thus, 
the claims are directed to an abstract idea that does not produce a concrete, useful, and 
tangible result, as indicated in the above rejections for claims 1 and 17. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the Invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bowman-Amuah (Patent No.: US 6,615,253 B1; Filing Date: August 31, 1999), in 
view of Bates et al. (Patent No.: US 6,901,403 B1; Filing Date: Sep. 14, 2001). 

In regards to independent claim 1, Bowman-Amuah discloses a method for 
organizing and generating report data indicative of a plurality of manageable entities in 
a managed information network comprising (column 107, lines 23-28; column 110, lines 
33-53): 

determining an output criteria applicable to a set of data to compute an ordered 
output display set adapted for inclusion in a report (column 110, lines 41-43; column 
229, lines 5-6); 

parsing, in a first pass, a plurality of entries in the set of data (column 110, lines 
41-43; column 229, lines 5-6); 

Bowman-Amuah does not disclose expressly: 

applying, during the first pass, the determined output criteria to a portion of each 
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parsed entry to compute a subset of candidate entries; 

parsing, in a second pass, the computed subset of candidate entries; and 
processing, during the second pass, the computed subset of candidate entries 

according to the detennined output criteria to generate the ordered output display set of 

entries. 

However. Bates et al. teaches: 

applying, during the first pass, the determined output criteria to a portion of each 
parsed entry to compute a subset of candidate entries (column 6 lines 8-14; Bates et al. 
teaches the concept of organizing data into categories/subsets); 

parsing, in a second pass, the computed subset of candidate entries (column 6 
lines 8-14; Bates et al. teaches the concept of organizing data into categories/subsets); 

processing, during the second pass, the computed subset of candidate entries 
according to the determined output criteria to generate the ordered output display set of 
entries (column 6 lines 52-60; Bates et al. teaches the concept of retrieving data 
according to criteria determined by users or applications). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Bates et al. with Bowman-Amuah, for the benefit of a 
simplified and intuitive means of accessing, presenting, manipulating, and modifying 
data associated with one or more data source (column 1, lines 25-28). 
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in regards to independent claim 17, Bowman-Amuah discloses a data 
management device for organizing and generating report data indicative of 
a plurality of manageable entities in a storage area network (SAN) comprising (column 
49, lines 1-6; Fig 14; Bowman-Amuah discloses how information services manage and 
store electronic documents/reports within a network); 

an infrastructure monitor operable for receiving an output criteria applicable to a 
set of data to compute an ordered output display set adapted for inclusion in a report 
(column 110, lines 41-43; column 229, lines 5-6); 

a parser in the infrastructure monitor for parsing, in a first pass, a plurality of 
entries in tfie set of data (column 110, lines 41-43; column 229, lines 5-6); 

Bowman-Amuah does not disclose expressly: 

a first handler in the parser for applying, during the first pass, the detenvined 
output criteria to a portion of each parsed entry to compute a subset of candidate 
entries; 

a second handler in the parser for parsing, in a second pass, the computed 
subset of candidate entries, the parser operable to process, during the second pass, the 
computed subset of candidate entries according to the determined output criteria to 
generate the ordered output display set of entries. 

However, Bates et al. teaches: 

a first handler in the parser for applying, during the first pass, the determined 
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output criteria to a portion of each parsed entry to compute a subset of candidate 
entries (column 6 lines 8-14; Bates et al. teaches the concept of organizing data into 
categories/subsets); 

a second handler in the parser for parsing, in a second pass, the computed 
subset of candidate entries, the parser operable to pnDcess, during the second pass, the 
computed subset of candidate entries according to the determined output criteria to 
generate the ordered output display set of entries (column 6 lines 52-60; Bates et al. 
teaches the concept of retrieving data according to criteria determined by users or 
applications). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Bates et al. with Bowman-Amuah, for the benefit of a 
simplified and intuitive means of accessing, presenting, manipulating, and modifying 
data associated with one or more data source (column 1, lines 25-28). 

In regards to dependent claims 2, and 18, Bowman-Amuah does not disclose 
expressly omitting from memory, entries outside the candidate set. 

However, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, that if the parsed data was not within the desired candidate set, 
then it would not be stored in memory with the data that was within the desired 
candidate set. 
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In regards to dependent claims 3, and 19, Bowman-Amuah discloses the 
determined output criteria includes: 

a selection criteria indicative of output records for inclusion in the candidate 
entries; and an an-angement criteria indicative of display fonvatting applicable to the 
candidate entries (column 109, lines 38-46). 

In regards to dependent claims 4, and 20, Bowman-Amuah discloses retaining 
in a memory, only the selection and arrangement criteria fields (column 113, lines 45- 
46; Bowman-Amuah discloses the report repository contains detailed definitions of the 
reports. Simply stated, detail definitions within a repository, are merely the 
elements/layout details of how the report Is to appear, le. selection and arrangement 
criteria fields within the report). 

In regards to dependent claims 5, and 21, Bowman-Amuah discloses, 
selection criteria conesponds to displayable entries operable for simultaneous display 
on an output device (column 115, lines 10-13). 

In regards to dependent claims 6, and 22, Bowman-Amuah discloses 
applications use fields to collect and display data (column 36, lines 9-10). 
Bowman-Amuah does not disclose expressly: 

the an-angement criteria is indicative of ordering logic applicable to a subset of 
fields each of the entries based on a comparison of the fields in the entries. 
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However, Bates et al. teaches: 

the arrangement criteria is indicative of ordering logic applicable to a subset of 
fields each of the entries based on a comparison of the fields in the entries (column 6, 
lines 2-4; Bates et al. teaches a file may be data or a subset of data from one or more 
database tables and in a particular fomnat. Bates et al. also discloses, column 22, lines 
41-45, Microsoft Excel may be used to display or print the data returned from the data 
source). 

At the time of the invention, it had been establish, and was well know in the art 
that Microsoft Excel contains ordering logic that allowed the user to manipulate the data 
fields based on a comparison of the data fields. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Bates et al. with Bowman-Amuah, for the benefit of a 
simplified and intuitive means of accessing, presenting, manipulating, and modifying 
data associated with one or more data source (column 1, lines 25-28). 

In regards to dependent claims 7, and 23, Bowman-Amuah does not disclose 
expressly ordering logic processes at least one of the fields according to ascending or 
descending values. 

However. Bates et al. teaches ordering logic processes at least one of the fields 
according to ascending or descending values (column 22, lines 41-45; Bates et al. 
discloses, Microsoft Excel may be used to display or print the data returned from the 
data source). 
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At the time of the invention, it had been establish, and was well know in the art 
that Microsoft Excel contains ordering logic that allowed the user to manipulate the data 
fields based on a comparison of the data fields. The manipulation of the data fields 
includes but is not limited to ordering the data fields according to ascending or 
descending values. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Bates et al. with Bowman-Amuah, for the benefit of a 
simplified and intuitive means of accessing, presenting, manipulating, and modifying 
data associated with one or more data source (column 1, lines 25-28). 

In regards to dependent claims 8, and 24, Bowman-Amuah discloses criteria is 
operable on l<ey fields of the entries, tfie key fields having scalar values operable for 
comparison (column 36, lines 8-17; Bowman-Amuah teaches how the fields can contain 
different data types, including numeric (scalar) values). 

In regards to dependent claims 9, and 25, Bowman-Amuah discloses the set 
of data is arranged in a predetermined data set format, the data set fonvat operable to 
designate entries corresponding to rows and fields corresponding to columns (column 
279, lines 55-59; Bowman-Amuah teaches that a data within a database is stored in 
column and rows of a table, and the order/fonnat of the data is known by the mapper, 
which contains the data retrieval mechanism). 
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In regards to dependent claims 10, and 26, Bowman-Amuah discloses the 
predetermined data set format defines a syntax having a nested structure conversant 
with a parser operable to perform the first parse and the second parse, the parser 
further operable to extract entries and fields in each of the entries according to rows and 
columns (column 279, lines 41-44). 

In regards to dependent claims 11, and 27, Bowman-Amuah does not disclose 
expressly filtering according to a filtering criteria, the filtering operable to designate a 
subset of entries for inclusion in the first pass and the filtering criteria operable on at 
least one of the field for comparison and selective inclusion in the designated subset 

However, Bates et al. discloses filtering according to a filtering criteria, the 
filtering operable to designate a subset of entries for inclusion in the first pass and the 
filtering criteria operable on at least one of the field for comparison and selective 
inclusion in the designated subset (column 6, lines 2-4; Bates et al. teaches a file may 
be data or a subset of data from one or more database tables and in a particular format. 
Bates et al. also discloses, column 22, lines 41-45, Microsoft Excel may be used to 
display or print the data returned from the data source). 

At the time of the invention, it had been establish, and was well know in the art 
that Microsoft Excel contains ordering logic that allowed the user to manipulate the data 
fields based on a comparison of the data fields. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Bates et al. with Bowman-Amuah, for the benefit of a 
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simplified and intuitive means of accessing, presenting, manipulating, and modifying 
data associated with one or more data source (column 1 , lines 25-28). 

In regards to dependent claims 12, 13, 28, and 29, Bowman-Amuah does not 
disclose expressly, callback operations operable on the data set according to 
predetermined logic. 

However, Bates et al. discloses callback operations operable on the data set 
according to predetermined logic (column 1 1 , lines 54-66; Bates et al. teaches a file 
system interface provide callbacks corresponding to system requests and communicate 
the requests to the data access manager). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Bates et al. with Bowman-Amuah, for the benefit of a 
simplified and intuitive means of accessing, presenting, manipulating, and modifying 
data associated with one or more data source (column 1 , lines 25-28). 

In regards to dependent claims 14, and 30, Bowman-Amuah does not disclose 
expressly, callback operations further include building the candidate set, filtering the 
entries in the data set, matching entries in the candidate set, sorting entries in the 
candidate set, and formatting entries in the. candidate set. 

However, Bates et al. discloses callback operations further include building the 
candidate set, filtering the entries in the data set, matching entries in the candidate set, 
sorting entries in the candidate set, and formatting entries in the candidate set (column 
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11, lines 54-66; Bates et al. discloses a file system interface provide callbacks 
corresponding to system requests and communicate the requests to the data access 
manager, supply data to the operating system in a format confomriing to the operating 
system, and perfomri other desired tasks). Using the broadest interpretation of "perform 
other desired tasks", the examiner believes this to include, but not be limited to, building 
the candidate set, filtering the entries in the data set, matching entries in the candidate 
set, sorting entries in the candidate set, and fonvatting entries in the candidate set. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Bates et al. with Bowman-Amuah, for the benefit of a 
simplified and intuitive means of accessing, presenting, manipulating, and modifying 
data associated with one or more data source (column 1, lines 25-28). 

In regards to dependent claim 15, Bowman-Amuah does not disclose 
expressly, filtering entries for omission from the candidate set and comparing key fields 
in entries for inclusion in the candidate set. 

However Bates et al. suggests filtering entries for omission from the candidate 
set and comparing key fields in entries for inclusion in the candidate set (column 29, 
lines 61-64; Bates et al. discloses, the GUI may have a field to accept column (or rows), 
to select an operator, and to enter a value to compare data elements in a selected 
column against the value according to the operator). 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to have a mechanism in place for comparing entries to detemnine 
omission from or inclusion to the candidate set. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Bates et al. with Bowman-Amuah, for the benefit of a 
simplified and intuitive means of accessing, presenting, manipulating, and modifying 
data associated with one or more data source (column 1 , lines 25-28). 

In regards to dependent claim 16, Bowman-Amuah does not disclose 

expressly, a second pass familiar comprises matching entries for inclusion in the 
candidate set, sorting entries in the candidate set, and fonvatting entries in the 
candidate set for display on the output device. 

However Bates et al. discloses, a second pass familiar comprises matching 
entries for inclusion in the candidate set, sorting entries in the candidate set, and 
fonvatting entries In the candidate set for display on the output device (column 29, lines 
61-64; Bates et al. discloses a GUI may have a field to accept column (or rows), to 
select an operator, and to enter a value to compare data elements in a selected column 
against the value according to the operator. The GUI may also provide other desired 
features, such as the ability to sort data alphabetically, by number, by date, by last 
modification, and according to other criteria (column 29, lines 65-67). Using the 
broadest interpretation of Bates et al. leads the examiner to believe that other desired 
features would include, but not be limited to matching entries for inclusion in the 
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candidate set, and formatting entries in the candidate set for display on the output 
device. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Bates et al. with Bowman-Amuah, for the benefit of a 
simplified and intuitive means of accessing, presenting, manipulating, and modifying 
data associated with one or more data source (column 1, lines 25-28). 

In regards to independent claim 31, Bowman-Amuah discloses a method for 
efficient memory usage for organizing and generating report data indicative of a plurality 
of manageable entities in a storage area networi< (SAN) (column 49, lines 1-6; Fig 14; 
Bowman-Amuah discloses how information services manage and store electronic 
documents/reports within a network); 

determining, via a user input request, an output criteria applicable to a set of data 
to compute an ordered output display set adapted for inclusion in a report (column 110, 
lines 41-43; column 227, lines 35-39; column 229, lines 5-6); 

parsing, by a build set handler, in a first pass, a plurality of entries in the set of 
data (column 110, lines 41-43; column 229, lines 5-6); 

retrieving, during the parsing, a portion of each of the plurality of entries (column 
110, lines 41-43; column 229, lines 5-6); 

retrieving, by the match set handler, the entire entry corresponding to each of the 
portion of the entry in the candidate entries (column 110. lines 41-43; column 229, lines 
5-6); 
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omitting from ttie memory, during the second pass, entries in the data set outside 
the output display set of entries. (At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, that if the parsed data was not within the 
desired candidate set, then it would not be stored in memory with the data that was 
within the desired candidate set). 

Bowman-Amuah does not disclose expressly: 

formatting, by a format handler, the processed complete entries to generate the 
output display set of entries, the output display set of entries corresponding to the 
determined range and ordered according to the ordering logic; and 

applying, during the first pass, the detennined output criteria to the retrieved 
portion of each parsed entry to compute a subset of candidate entries, the candidate 
entries computed by determination of a range of entries from the set of data, the range 
operable for inclusion in a common display screen area; 

parsing, by a match set handler, in a second pass, the computed subset of 
candidate entries to identify entries in the data set corresponding to the portions of 
entries in the candidate entries; 

processing, by a sort handler, during the second pass, the computed subset of 
candidate entries according to the determined output criteria to generate complete 
entries of the entries in the candidate set; 



However, Bates et al. teaches: 
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formatting, by a format handler, the processed complete entries to generate the 
output display set of entries, the output display set of entries corresponding to the 

determined range and ordered according to the ordering logic (column 22, lines 
41-45; Bates et al. discloses, Microsoft Excel may be used to display or print the data 
returned from the data source). 

At the time of the invention, it had been establish, and was well know in the art 
that Microsoft Excel contains ordering logic that allowed the user to manipulate the data 
fields based on a comparison of the data fields. The manipulation of the data fields 
includes but is not limited to detemiined range and ordered according to the ordering 
logic; and 

applying, during the first pass, the determined output criteria to the retrieved 
portion of each parsed entry to compute a subset of candidate entries, the candidate 
entries computed by determination of a range of entries from the set of data, the range 
operable for inclusion in a common display screen area(column 6 lines 52-60; Bates et 
al. teaches the concept of retrieving data according to criteria determined by users or 
applications); 

parsing, by a match set handler, in a second pass, the computed subset of 
candidate entries to identify entries in the data set corresponding to the portions of 
entries in the candidate entries (column 6 lines 8-14; Bates et al. teaches the concept 
of organizing data into categories/subsets); 

processing, by a sort handler, during the second pass, the computed subset of 
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candidate entries according to the detemiined output criteria to generate complete 
entries of the entries in the candidate set (column 6 lines 52-60; Bates et al. teaches the 
concept of retrieving data according to criteria determined by users or applications). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Bates et al. with Bowman-Amuah, for the benefit of a 
simplified and intuitive means of accessing, presenting, manipulating, and modifying 
data associated with one or more data source (column 1, lines 25-28). 

In regards to independent claim 32, Bowman-Amuah discloses a computer 
program product having a computer readable medium operable to store computer 
program logic embodied in computer program code encoded thereon for organizing and 
generating report: data indicative of a plurality of manageable entities in a managed 
information network comprising (Bowman-Amuah discloses a computer program 
containing code segments, which when executed on a computer perform efficient data 
retrieval, the computer program being embodied on a computer readable medium, 
column 309, lines 48-51); 

computer program code for determining an output criteria applicable to a set of 
data to compute an ordered output display set adapted for inclusion in a report; 

computer program code for parsing, in a first pass, a plurality of entries in the set 
of data (column 110, lines 41-43; column 229, lines 5-6); 

computer program code for processing, during the second pass, the computed 
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subset of candidate entries according to the detenvined output criteria to generate tlie 
ordered output display set of entries (Bowman-Amuah discloses a computer program 
containing code segments, which when executed on a computer perfomi efficient data 
retrieval, the computer program being embodied on a computer readable medium, 
column 309, lines 48-51). 

Bowman-Amuah does not teach expressly: 

computer program code for applying, during the first pass, the determined output 
criteria to a portion of each parsed entry to compute a subset of candidate entries] 

computer program code for parsing, in a second pass, the computed subset of 
candidate entries; 

However, Bates et al. teaches computer program code for applying, during the 
first pass, the determined output criteria to a portion of each parsed entry to compute a 
subset of candidate entries (column 6 lines 8-14; Bates et al. teaches the concept of 
organizing data into categories/subsets. Bates et al. also discloses a computer readable 
medium having instructions stored thereon column 43, line 15); 

computer program code for parsing, in a second pass, the computed subset of 
candidate entries (column 6 lines 8-14; Bates et al. teaches the concept of 
organizing data into categories/subsets. Bates et al. also discloses a computer readable 
medium having instructions stored thereon column 43, line 15); 
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Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Bates et al. with Bowman-Amuah, for the benefit of a 
simplified and intuitive means of accessing, presenting, manipulating, and modifying 
data associated with one or more data source (column 1 , lines 25-28). 

In regards to independent claim 33, Bowman-Amuah discloses a computer 
data signal having program code for organizing and generating report data indicative of 
a plurality of manageable entities in a managed information network comprising 
(Bowman-Amuah discloses a computer program containing code segments, which 
when executed on a computer perform efficient data retrieval, the computer program 
being embodied on a computer readable medium, column 309, lines 48-51).' 

program code for determining an output criteria applicable to a set of data to 
compute an ordered output display set adapted for inclusion in a report (column 1 1 0, 
lines 41-43; column 229, lines 5-6); 

program code for parsing, in a first pass, a plurality of entries in the set of data 
(column 110, lines 41-43; column 229, lines 5-6); 

Bowman-Amuah does not disclose expressly: 

program code for applying, during the first pass, the determined output criteria to 
a portion of each parsed entry to compute a subset of candidate entries; 

program code for parsing, in a second pass, the computed subset of candidate 
entries; and 
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program code for processing, during the second pass, the computed subset of 
candidate entries according to the determined output criteria to generate the ordered 
output display set of entries. 

However, Bates et al. teaches: 

program code for applying, during the first pass, the determined output criteria to 
a portion of each parsed entry to compute a subset of candidate entries (column 6 lines 
8-14; Bates et al. teaches the concept of organizing data into categories/subsets. Bates 
et al. also discloses a computer readable medium having instructions stored thereon 
column 43, line 15); 

program code for parsing, in a second pass, the computed subset of candidate 
entries (column 6 lines 8-14; Bates et al. teaches the concept of organizing data into 
categories/subsets. Bates et al. also discloses a computer readable medium having 
instructions stored thereon column 43, line 15); and 

program code for processing, during the second pass, the computed subset of 
candidate entries according to the determined output criteria to generate the ordered 
output display set of entries (column 6 lines 8-14; Bates et al. teaches the concept of 
organizing data into categories/subsets. Bates et al. also discloses a computer readable 
medium having instructions stored thereon column 43, line 15). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Bates et al. with Bowman-Amuah, for the benefit of a 



Application/Control Number: 10/701 ,167 Page 24 

Art Unit: 2176 

simplified and intuitive means of accessing, presenting, manipulating, and modifying 
data associated with one or more data source (column 1, lines 25-28). 

In regards to independent claim 34, Bowman-Amuah discloses a data 
management device for organizing and generating report data indicative of a plurality of 
manageable entities in a storage area network (SAN) comprising (column 49, lines 1-6; 
Fig 14; Bowman-Amuah discloses how information sen/ices manage and store 
electronic documents/reports within a network); 

means for determining an output criteria applicable to a set of data to compute an 
ordered output display set adapted for inclusion in a report (column 1 1 0, lines 41-43; 
column 229, lines 5-6); 

means for parsing, in a first pass, a plurality of entries in the set of data (column 
110, lines 41-43; column 229, lines 5-6); 

Bowman-Amuah does not teach expressly: 

means for applying, during the first pass, the determined output criteria to a 
portion of each parsed entry to compute a subset of candidate entries (column 110, 
lines 41-43; column 229, lines 5-6); 

means for parsing, in a second pass, the computed subset of candidate entries; 

and 
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means for processing, during the second pass, the computed subset of 
candidate entries according to the determined output criteria to generate the ordered 
output display set of entries. 

However, Bates et al. teaches: 

means for applying, during the first pass, the determined output criteria to a 
portion of each parsed entry to compute a subset of candidate entries (column 6 lines 8- 
14; Bates et al. teaches the concept of organizing data into categories/subsets); 

means for parsing, in a second pass, the computed subset of candidate entries 
(column 6 lines 8-14; Bates et al. teaches the concept of organizing data into 
categories/subsets); 

means for processing, during the second pass, the computed subset of 
candidate entries according to the determined output criteria to generate the ordered 
output display set of entries (column 6 lines 8-14; Bates et al. teaches the concept of 
organizing data into categories/subsets). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Bates et al. with Bowman-Amuah, for the benefit of a 
simplified and intuitive means of accessing, presenting, manipulating, and modifying 
data associated with one or more data source (column 1, lines 25-28). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James J. Debrow whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5768. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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